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Using these slides



What is an API?

Image: Key to the open door, CC-BY, http://www.flickr.com/photos/tawheedmanzoor/

An API is essentially an interface that can be used by a computer programme to retrieve or interact with another application. Many popular online services offer such interfaces, for example Twitter, Flickr and 
many Google services such as Google Maps and Google Book Search offer APIs which are used by a wide range of services.

Libraries have a long history of providing API access to their catalogues - in the form of z39.50, or more recently SRU/SRW. However access to other library information has been more difficult - who has heard 
of DAIA?

http://www.flickr.com/photos/tawheedmanzoor/


http://shkspr.mobi/blog/index.php/2012/03/api-
design-is-ui-for-developers/

“It’s the API designer’s 
job to make life easy for 

developers”

http://shkspr.mobi/blog/index.php/2012/03/api-design-is-ui-for-developers/

It’s the API designer’s job to make life easy for developers

http://shkspr.mobi/blog/index.php/2012/03/api-design-is-ui-for-developers/


http://www.forbes.com/sites/danwoods/2011/12/15/
explaining-the-api-revolution-to-your-ceo/

“APIs are channels to new customers and markets: APIs used externally unlock the power of partners to use business assets to extend the reach of your 
products or services to customers and markets you may not easily reach.”

Need to think about what type of activity you want to enable - that’s why often the best starting point is thinking about what you’d like to be able to do 
yourselves

http://www.forbes.com/sites/danwoods/2011/12/15/explaining-the-api-revolution-to-your-ceo/


APIs can...

• Enable new workflows 

• Enable new functionality

• Allow others to build on your resources in 
new and interesting ways

• Make a ‘contract’ with developers:

• this will work and continue to work

Unlike scraping HTML - APIs offer some amount of stability, and usually better structured data



http://code.flickr.net

http://code.flickr.net



This is not an excuse to show a picture of my two gorgeous children, but to show how Flickr integrates with my photo management system



http://museumgam.es
Museum Metadata Games - uses the Flickr API to encourage people to tag pictures from the British Library

http://museumgam.es


http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/static/API.jsp

“cultural and educational resources tend to lock data and interface together”
Alastair Dunning (now at TEL)

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/static/API.jsp


http://www.locatinglondon.org

http://www.locatinglondon.org


http://www.connectedhistories.org

Connected histories - combines data from a wide range of sources
API architecture - aggregated search - but directed
“the API model at the heart of Connected Histories is itself an attempt to embed this idea and aspiration at the core of the design process. It assumes that 
new connections are there to be made, and that they will inevitably cross boundaries of form and origin to encompass an ever expanding body of inherited 
artefact.” Tim Hitchcock

Going to add 65,000 19th-century books from the British Library via JISC Historic Books in Spring 2013

More at http://sas-space.sas.ac.uk/2854/1/Hitchcock_-_Towards_a_new_History_Lab.pdf

http://www.connectedhistories.org


National Archives of Australia Search, http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au
Reference NAA: ST84/1, 1908/471-480



Tim Sherrat’s alternative interface
http://dhistory.org/archives/naa/



“they were able to prototype a new staff 
directory in less than 48 hours, using APIs 
to pull data from disparate sources within 
the institution.”

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/reports/the-advantage-of-apis

University of Lincoln have invested in APIs for lots of different data sources - makes them agile and able to prototype and adapt quickly.

Quote taken from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/the-advantage-of-apis

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/reports/the-advantage-of-apis


http://www.vam.ac.uk/b/blog/digital-media-va/open-sourcing-digital-labels

V&A created digital replacement for printed labels in their new furniture gallery - using their own API

http://www.vam.ac.uk/b/blog/digital-media-va/open-sourcing-digital-labels


QueryPic

Tim Sherrat - using API to Australian and NZ newspapers - articles matching phrase search
http://dhistory.org/querypic/create/



http://bookworm.culturomics.org

http://bookworm.culturomics.org


http://www.version1.europeana.eu/web/api/hack4europe

Europeana Hackday example - take photo of picture/art, brings back data from Europeana

http://www.version1.europeana.eu/web/api/hack4europe


And more ....
Bookshare http://suttonbookshare.org.uk/
LibraryGame http://librarygame.tumblr.com/
Sir Louie http://blogs.oucs.ox.ac.uk/sirlouie/
Cambridge iPhone App http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ucam-library-search/id459882806?mt=8
Library Gadget http://www.librarygadget.com/



http://www.librarieshacked.org

http://www.librarieshacked.org


Use your own API

Make it accessible

Make it understandable

Make it useful

http://guidance.discovery.ac.uk

http://guidance.discovery.ac.uk/archives/casestudies/bluk

http://guidance.discovery.ac.uk

